Orange County Genealogical Society
WWW.0cgsny.org

Saturday, November 1, 2025

10:30am — 12pm
1841 Historic Courthouse
101 Main Street
Goshen, NY

In-House Program

Presentation by Joe Cahill
“Genealogist as Investigator”

Joe Cahill, an experienced Genealogist and Investigator provide insight into the similarities in the
process of both disciplines, culminating in the insight that they are fundamentally similar activities. This
process is detailed and the distinction between actual evidence and information that amounts to a lead is
detailed. The significance of detailed documentation and the methodology is provided.

In the end the Genealogist, whether a family historian toiling on their own lineage or someone working on
behalf of another are seeking truth.

About Joe Cahill:

Starting, as many do, with my own family, | have been working on record-based genealogy for over 30
years and have started taking on projects for other people. | have started training in genetic genealogy
and have completed one successful project (identification of the parents of an adoptee).

In 2013, | built an Open Unsolved team at the Mass. Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and worked
Cold Case Identification for over 5 years. This team closed over 120 cases, identifying remains which
ranged from 1 to 35 years gone.

| have been writing and posting short genealogy projects, researching & documenting the history of the
Hudson Valley & its people. Some of this work can be seen in the “File” tab at Facebook Group Shades
of Cornwall Past. This work often begins with an artifact and based on my experience my approach to
genealogy comes from a forensic perspective. This work connects each component of the family history
to other components, including the artifact, by compiled evidence.

Program Outline This includes the introduction, the process, evidence vs leads, documentation, a case
study and the closing.

Research Room will be open after the program 12:00 - 3:00pm
This program is free and open to the public
Information: visit our web site www.ocgsny.org or contact Anna Calli at

acallil065@aol.com or annamariecalli@gmail.com or Marilyn Terry at
mvtgrterry(@aol.com



https://www.facebook.com/groups/1585108211823474/files/docs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1585108211823474/files/docs

